
From: XXXXXXXX 
Sent: 04 May 2007 09:08 
To: XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
Subject: Internet-Authorised: ALLEGED UFO SIGHTING 23 APRIL 2007 - 
TO02766/2007 AND FOI 27-04-2007-080512-007 
 
Attachments: UFO Report - 23 Apr 07.tif 
Dear XXXXXX,  
  
Thank you for your e-mail of 27 April 2007 to the Secretary of Defence regarding an 
alleged UFO sighting on 23 April 2007 near the Channel Islands . It has been passed 
to me to answer as I am the responsible officer. I also note that you have placed a 
Freedom of Information request on the same topic, asking for any documentation held 
on the matter so I will address both pieces of correspondence at the same time. 
  
Firstly, I think it may be helpful if I outline the role of the Ministry of Defence (MoD) 
in UFO matters. The Ministry of Defence examines any reports of 'unidentified flying 
objects' it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some 
defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United 
Kingdom's airspace might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorized foreign 
military activity. 
  
Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external 
military source, and to date no 'UFO' report has revealed such evidence, we do not 
attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting reported to us. We believe that 
rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for 
them if resources were diverted for this purpose, but it is not the function of the MOD 
to provide this kind of aerial identification service. It would be an inappropriate use of 
defence resources if we were to do so.   
  
However, in this case it was decided to conduct an investigation into the sighting and 
details were passed to the relevant air defence experts. They stated that the sighting 
took place in French airspace for defence and therefore this is a matter for the French 
authorities to deal with. They concluded there was no threat to the UK and, 
accordingly, the MoD investigation will not be taken any further.  
  
Personal information, telephone numbers etc have been removed under exemption 
s.40 (Personal Information) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Additionally, 
the names of the companies involved and information identifying particular aircraft 
have been removed as they are not relevant to your request. 
  
If you are unhappy with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the 
handling of your request, then you should contact me in the first instance.  If informal 
resolution is not possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an 
independent internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 
6th Floor, MOD Main Building , Whitehall , SW1A 2HB (e-mail Info-XD@mod.uk). 
 Please note that any request for an internal review must be made within two calendar 



months of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has come to an 
end. 
  
If you remain unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to 
the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of 
Information Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate 
the case until the internal review process has been completed. Further details of the 
role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner’s website, http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk.” 
  
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
  
XXXXXXX 
DAS-FOI 
05-H-13 
MoD Main Building 
Whitehall 
London 
SW1A 2HB 
 


